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Issues on Innovation and Technology 
Transfer in the Food Industry



The European Food and Drink Sector

Source CIAA Data and Trends 2009



Highly divers Industry, 30000 businesses, different 
intersts, difficult to reach
Cost of Nutrition Research / Claims
Legislation is restrictive….Standard of Identities / 
GMO / Novel Food
Limited IP Protection
Small margins due to agressive Trade
SME resources
No common language between Academia and SMEs
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Impact of the regulatory 
environment on business activity
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Mission:  ETP Food for Life

• Optimise knowledge capture and dissemination of knowledge 
between member states and towards SME’s

• Increase the speed and quality of innovation
• Increase / Coordinate R&D spending
• Focus, align and collaborate internationally between stakeholders

• Improve the competitiveness of the European Food 
industryContribute to a healthier society

• Better contribute to sustainable food production
• Design ‘food–you-can-trust’ and engage consumers in dialogue 
• Attract the right personnel and sustain careers



Reccomendations

Establish European Academy of Food Innovation 
Developp European Food Innovation Curriculum
Use National Platforms to ensure knowledge transfer

- Infrastructure will stimulate economic Growth
- Dialogue with SMEs will ensure aprobriate R&D
spending and knowledge transfer



Thank you for your attentionThank you for your attention
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