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EU organic policy supports
agro-ecology’s expansion

Sustainable, ecological approaches to European farming, the heart of the European
Green Deal, are needed to safeguard food supplies for EU citizens and protect the
long-term livelihoods of rural communities. The emergence of more support for
organic systems as a form of agro-ecological production can help address these
policy challenges by achieving sustainable agricultural and food systems for Europe.
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The Action plan aims to boost

the amount of agricultural land

certified as organic in terms

of "best environmental and climate

action practices, a high level of biodiversity,
the preservation of natural resources and
the application of high animal welfare
standards and high production standards
in line with the demand of a growing
number of consumers for products
produced using natural substances and
processes." As such, the Action plan has the
potential to help make real contributions
that advance European ambitions for
agro-ecology, and it can achieve this using
a suite of 23 specific actions supporting
better production, sustainability, and
consumption of organics.
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Organic farming and agro-ecology share many complimentary common goals, practices =
and approaches. IFOAM Organics Europe, for instance, have credited agro-ecology as Z S
offering "inspiration for the organic movement to remain in control of its development" and e

highlighted how "organic farming may be the best chance for further development of agro-
ecology in Europe." EU Member States’ new CAP Strategic Plans include significant opportunities
for funding organic farming, thereby promoting agro-ecology through the EU’s main organic
farming policy tool - the Action plan for organic production in the EU.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018R0848
https://www.fao.org/agroecology/database/detail/en/c/1479832/
https://www.fao.org/agroecology/database/detail/en/c/1479832/
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/document/download/47246012-df41-4619-ad59-71d782284e7d_en?filename=com2021_141_annex_organic-action-plan_en.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/document/download/6810402a-2d08-4d28-8bf6-2813786cbaf6_en?filename=factsheet-eu-organic-action-plan_en.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/document/download/6810402a-2d08-4d28-8bf6-2813786cbaf6_en?filename=factsheet-eu-organic-action-plan_en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/ca5602en/ca5602en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/agroecology/overview/overview10elements/en/
https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2020-05/f2f_action-plan_2020_strategy-info_en.pdf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2020-05/f2f_action-plan_2020_strategy-info_en.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/research-area/agriculture-forestry-and-rural-areas/ecological-approaches-and-organic-farming/partnership-agroecology_en
https://www.organicseurope.bio/?s=agroecology
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/files/bram_moeskops_-_what_is_agroecology_what_is_organic_agriculture_-_ifoameu.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021DC0141R%2801%29
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021DC0141R%2801%29
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/farming/organic-farming/organic-action-plan_en#organicsintheeu
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Axes of the EU Organic Action Plan
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Stimulating
demand and
ensuring consumer
trust

Increasing the consump-
tion of organic products
and strengthening
consumers’trust in
them are vital to encou-
rage farmers practicing
agro-ecology to convert
to organics.

Actions here have
been designed to
involve:

« increasing consumer
awareness via the
EU organic logo;

encouraging
public and private
procurement,
including organic
food in schools and
canteens;

fostering consumer
confidence, such

as improved
traceability and
tackling food fraud.

Axis @

Stimulating
conversion and
reinforcing the entire
value chain

In 2019, some 8.5% of
EU agricultural land was
farmed organically; the

aim is 25% by 2030.

CAP-funded actions
nurturing agro-
ecological expansion
through higher levels
of organic coverage

can extend across
supply chains and
comprise:

conversion and
investment aid;

networking of best
practices;

improved market
analysis;

better food chain
organisation,
cooperation, and
efficiency;

improved animal
nutrition.
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Organics leading by
example: improving
the contribution of
organic farming to
sustainability

Nature conservation and
climate action are often
major agro-ecological
advantages of organic
farming. These stem from
less agri-pollution and
more green infrastructure
or ecosystem services.

These types of

agro-ecological
actions can:

make more efficient
use of resources and
increase yields while
reducing farming’s
eco footprint and
enhancing biodiver-
sity;

developing alterna-
tive plant protection
products and me-
thods;

reinforcing animal
welfare.

Development of agro-ecological practice throughout Europe through its organic sector can be further
assisted by upskilling and re-skilling of Member States’ agri-food workforces. The European Pact for Skills
is a prominent and strategic policy vehicle that can be harnessed and harvested for this purpose.

Networking knowledge also holds a useful array of people-centred possibilities for magnifying awareness
and understanding about the connection between organic farming and agro-ecology. EIP-Agri, for
example, have collated a large library of useful agro-ecology knowledge and the ENRD Contact Point
website also provides a collection of resources about European agro-ecology.
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https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/new-eu-pact-agri-food-skills_en
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/tags/agroecology
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/search/site/agro-ecology_en

