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Broadeasting

19. All private radio and television stations in Cyprus have established a

system of self-regulation rélating to the protection of minors. Drring their

application and before being granted the licence of a radio/television

station by the Cyprus Radio-Television Authority, they had to provide to

the Authority their policy and their commitment towards the protection of
minors as well as establish a self-regulation comimittee, the so-called .
Commitiee of Conduct. ) ' |

The main responsibility of this commimee is to emsure that all
’ programming of the station closely follows the Radic and Telewvision
‘ Stations Law 7(T) of 1998 and its Regulations made there under, as well
as 1o safegnard that all programmes are appropriate and maintain an
-appropriate level. The committee is also respossible for reporting
regularty to the Authority as well as organizing training sessions for the
personne] of the stations in matters of conduct.

20. This system of self-regulation also encompasses a é;l_}dﬂ‘(}f condugt.
that includes a set of guidelines and restrictions regarding the protection
of minors from harmfsl content apart from the advertising code
conceming advertising, sponsorship and teleshopping specifically aimed
&t minors. Both codes are embodied in the Radio and Television Stations
Regulations of 2000 (K.AJL 10/2000). ‘

21. According to the above-mentioned Repulations and particularty
regulations 22 and 23, all radio/television atations are obliged to classify
and use ON sCreen warning icons and/or acoustic warnings for potentially
harmnful programmes. |

More specifically:

“Reg 22. ~(1) Based on the criteria mentioned in these Regulations,
warnings are to be given in regard to the natire of the programme, and
whether its broadcast lies within the Family Zone, i.e. between 05.30 —
21.00/22.00 hrs or not. This warning comes in three forms: |
(a) Written warning in the daily press as well az in radio and
television magazines; . |
(b) Acoustic (verbal) before the start of every programme;
() Visual, with g visual indication every 10 minutes in the lower
Ieft part of the screen during the broadcast of the programme,
as follows: | .
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(i (K in brackets of green colow, for programmes
suitable for all ages; -
@) (12) in brackets of yellow colour, Jor programmmes
unsuitable for children under the age of 12;
(i) (15} in brackets of blue colowr, for programmes
unsuitable for children under the age of 15]
(iv} (18 in brackers of red colowr, Jor progranmumes
' unsuitable for children under the age of 18;
(v} {A) in brackets for programmes of intense sexual
. confent. -

2 Progrm that fall under the ~ategories af (13) and (18) cannot be
broadcast within the Family Zone. . ' - :

(3) It is forbidden for television stations of non-ericoded programmes 1o
broadeast programmes which fail under category (4).
"It is noted that stations of encoded programmes may broadcast these
programmes between 24.00hrs and 35.30hrs. -
(4 The visual indication for categories (13). (18) and () must appear i
every kind or type of programme, which due 1o its nature, folls under
these three catepories; -

(5) The same warrings are valid in the cases of trailers for upcoming
television prograrmmes as well as for advertisements of movies, which are
shown at the cinema theatres; '

| (6) Programmes that are shown for the second or third time, etc, shoyld
carry the indication (E) in the upper right part of the screen during the
broadcast of the programme. : :

y
-

Warning signs for radio programmes

23, (1) Based on the criteria mentioned in these Regulations, warnings
are to be given in regard to the nature of the programme and whether its
broadeast lies within the Family -Zone, ie. between 05.30 hrs -
21.00/22.00, or not. This warning comes in two forms: |

. {a} Written warning in the daily press as weil as in radio and
television magazines; - ‘ ‘
(b) Acoustic * (verbal) warnings before the start of every
| programme, . : . |
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(2) Special prbgr mmes targeted for adults are not broadcast within the
Family Zone and reguire an acoustic (verbal) warning . o

22. Only pay-elevision chapnels of encoded programmes in Cyprus have
ostablishedt the-tise of technical filtering devices to ensure that mipors
may pot view harmful programmes. The parents and gnardians that wish
to subscribe to these channels are provided with a decoder device (as well -
as an ipstructions manual) that can stop showing the signal on ‘the
television channel by simply locking the decoder (i.e. inserting a secret
pin number} according to the classification that they consider harmful for
their children or minors. . o

23. For the time being no measures have been taken in order to improve
“media literacy but the Cyprus Radio Television Auwthority is currently
working on the subject. . | :

(Source: Cyprus Radjotelevision Anthority)

Video Game Software
24, There are no specific Jegal provisions in Cyprus conceming the sale

of video games.

' 25. There is no self-regulatory system in place which covers questions
regarding age rating for video games at the moment. '

26. Yes to an extent. What happens now is that whenever there is &
complaint by the public sbout the content of video games the case is
examined by the Cyprus Board of Film Censors and if the complaint is .
upheld the relevant video game is withdrawn.

. 27. Non spplicable in view to answer to Qs 24 and 25.

{Source: Press and Information Oﬁce:}




21112063 16:23 DE COCKBORME-AUDICVISUAL POLICY =+ 98241 HO. 373 P4
IT-0CT-2EES 8934 FROM: MINISTRY OF INTERIOR 228677EC | 1 S e e 30 Lo

Other Content Delivery System

28. A new Law relating to these maitters has been passed in December
7062 by the House of Representatives and copstituiés « gred
improvement on the previous, outdated Law. The new Law provides tha%_
a Committee of Film Classification will replace the Cyprus Board of Film
Censors. The Law will be put in force in the near future as soon as the
House of Representatives approves the relevant regulations.

(Source: Press and Information Office)

(zeneral

20, Consumer associations, voluntary organizetions and nen-
governmental organization participate in the decision-making process as a
nusnber of them are represented on both the Consultative Committee for
Radio and Television-and the recently-established Committee for Film
Classification. These erganizations are also active in reporting complaints
for law violations concerning media laws and they are especially sensitive
on issves cormnected with the protection of minors.

30. Afier the passing of the Regulations, which will accompany the Law
~ on Film Classification approved by the House of Representatives in-
December 2002, Cinema and Television will be harmonized as regards
the rating system. The same -rating system will also apply to
videocassettes. As mentioned in previous questions: there is no rating
 System at the moment concerning video games. There has been close
cooperation with the British Board of Film Classification in the process
of adoption of the current rating system for films. |

31, No government-sponsored studies have been authorized up to now
even though this subject receives special attemtion by the Cyprus
Radiotelevision Authority. A numbet of studies have been undertaken by
private tertiary education colleges on the impact of violence or other .
harmful content on children. The government is not aware of any
voluntary agreements by broadeasters or content providers on the Internet

- regarding this maiter.: ' . :

1
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32. We are not aware of any study or scientific report, whmh has "bﬂen
eparcd on this issue durmg the last two yeats.

33. Axy further cumph,mem‘ary information will be supplled to the

Cnmmnsmun as it bemmes avmlab]e
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